
 

 

Derbyshire County Council 

 

Bramley Vale Primary School 

 

Consultation on a Proposal by the Governing Body for the  

Removal of Two Year Old Provision from the current Nursery Provision 

 

Context 

 

Currently, Bramley Vale Primary offers a morning nursery provision (rising three year 

olds and those children who are three) and an afternoon provision for pre-school age 

children (two years of age). Also in the same foundation building are the reception 

children whose parents have applied for a place through the LA.  

Bramley Vale Primary is able to offer some capacity for nursery children to attend all 

day by children joining either the reception class or the pre-school children. 

 

We are now in a situation where the number of requests for ‘wrap around’ education 

for nursery age children exceeds our ability to support these requests. A greater 

number of families in the local area are seeking places in our nursery which is having 

an impact on both the pre-school provision and the needs of the reception class. 

 

As a result we are having to refuse places at nursery as well as maintaining a cap on 

the pre-school provision. Additionally the impact of having nursery children join 

reception age children is impacting on the effectiveness of teaching and increasing 

demands on the staff. During the Summer Term, reception age children are 

increasingly being prepared for transition in to Key Stage 1. Just at this point the 

class is being joined by nursery children due to pressures on numbers and requests 

for ‘wrap around’. 

 

We feel that families and children are being negatively impacted by the current 

model. The pre-school was organised in consultation with governors and the local 

authority five years ago. Prior to this, Bramley Vale Primary and Nursery School had 

an AM/PM nursery and offered ‘wrap around’ places in greater numbers as the 

children became older and the parent’s needs changed. 

 

Last term we sent out a parent survey to the whole school to gauge opinion in the 

local community regarding Early Years Provision. The results were in favour of a 

greater capacity in nursery and the offer of full-day places. This was at the cost of 

removing the pre-school provision.  

 

Currently our nursery is nearly at capacity with 29 children in the morning and 10 

now supported with ‘wrap around’ provision. We have had to refuse further requests 

due to the impact on the education in reception and the staffing ratios needed when 

combining pre-school and nursery age children in the afternoon. 

 

The number of pre-school children total five at the end of Spring Term and numbers 

are lower in the Autumn Term. 



 

 

Proposal 

To ensure the best quality provision and meet the needs of families we propose to 

return to an AM/PM model of nursery and remove the offer of an afternoon pre-

school. 

 

We would be able to offer parents a choice of morning or afternoon sessions which 

would offer flexibility on work patterns and shifts. Add to this, we would then be able 

to offer an increased number of ‘wrap around’ places as needed. This again would 

benefit working families. 

 

We would be able to offer places for 28 children in total for nursery based on floor 

space area. 

 

Staff 

 

In discussion with local authority we are able to staff our nursery effectively with Mrs 

Webb coordinating and leading the nursery as a highly experienced and qualified 

lead teaching assistant. An additional teaching assistant would work to ensure we 

are well within ratio and providing a quality service for families. Staffing would 

increase as the places increased over the academic year. No staff are at risk of 

losing hours or employment. The reverse is probable as increased places will need 

staffing appropriately. 

 

Within the foundation building and working alongside Mrs Webb would be Mrs 

Jenkins and Mrs Conway who are both experienced and qualified teachers. As has 

happened historically, the nursery and reception classes would work together in 

developing the EYFS curriculum to provide a first class start to school life in those 

pivotal early years. 

 

Funding 

 

Bramley Vale Primary School has worked closely with the finance team at the local 

authority to look at the financial feasibility of changing the offer. Financially the 

school would benefit from increasing places in nursery and offering a greater number 

of places for ‘wrap around’.  

 

This consultation does not put the financial interests of the school as the primary 

motive but rather the change is proposed in response to increasing requests for 

places in nursery and all day support. If we had the capacity to offer a pre-school, we 

would - space limitation makes this impossible. 

 

The financial forecast provided by the LA if we were to change to a nursery only 

model has clearly indicated that the school’s budget would be positively impacted. 

 

 

 

 



Consultation  

 

The consultation on this proposal will be for four weeks from 12/4/2021. 

A meeting will be arranged on Microsoft Teams with all interested parties to explain 

the proposal and respond to questions.  This will take place on – 

 

Friday 14th May 2021 on Teams 

 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer or mobile app 
Click here to join the meeting 

Learn more | Meeting options 

 

This consultation document will be available on request from the Clerk to the 

Governing Body at the address and email address below, and is available on the 

school’s website at Home - Bramley Vale Primary Schoool 

 

Any comments, observations or objections should be sent to:- 

 

Mr R M Rumsby 

Bramley Vale Primary School 

York Crescent 

Bramley Vale 

S44 5PF 

Or by email to headteacher@bramleyvale.derbyshire.sch.uk 

The deadline for receiving responses to this consultation is 14/5/2021 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MjFiZjMzODAtZjQ0Mi00ZDE2LWJlMzgtYTA0YzJiYjA4Y2Y1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2259770058-ce1c-437b-85a9-9ddcb91f7118%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228f615376-a5cb-47c8-a6bf-39004c755f07%22%7d
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=8f615376-a5cb-47c8-a6bf-39004c755f07&tenantId=59770058-ce1c-437b-85a9-9ddcb91f7118&threadId=19_meeting_MjFiZjMzODAtZjQ0Mi00ZDE2LWJlMzgtYTA0YzJiYjA4Y2Y1@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-GB
https://www.bramleyvaleprimary.com/

